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01003874 Samoa is a small island developing 
state (SIDS) located in the South Pacific. The 
country faces a significant justice gap, where 
people are unable to fully benefit from equal 
access to justice, which hinders the country’s 
human development and undermines trust in 
public institutions.The Government of Samoa, 
in its current national development plan, the 
Pathway for the Development of Samoa (PDS 
FY2021/22-FY2025/26), has affirmed its 
commitment to upholding the rule of law and 
ensuring greater access to legal services and 
justice. This commitment is reflected in the 
expected outcomes of the plan under Key 
Priority Area 12 (KPA 12), which focuses on the 
protection of children, women, and the most 
vulnerable in society, including survivors of 
domestic violence. Critically, notable gaps in 
the sector are the lack of equal access to 
justice services in both criminal and civil 
proceedings, regardless of socio-economic 
status, affordability of legal services, which 
results in many Samoans refraining from filing 
a complaint or initiating a legal procedure, 
therefore puts the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the current legal aid scheme into question. 
Leveraging on the comparative advantages of 
UNDP in partnership with the Government 
through the Ministry of Justice Courts 
Administration, this Initiation Plan will employ 
an inclusive and a whole of society approach at 
the sectoral level to strengthening equitable 
access to fair justice through the effective 
delivery of the following Outputs 1) 
Comprehensive review and situational analysis 
of Samoa’s legal aid scheme and operational 
frameworks, and gender-based violence case 
management undertaken. 2) Informed by the 
findings of the Review and Situational Analysis, 
the Gender Responsive Legal Aid Policy for 

Capacity Development of 
Key Stakeholder and 
National 
Operators/Services 
provider

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

5,000.00

ICT Equipment to facilitate 
Programme operations

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

72800 - Information Technology 
Equipmt 

5,593.00

Project Management Costs 1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

64300 - Staff Mgmt Costs - IP Staff 6,000.00

28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75100 - Facilities & Administration 7,407.00

Public Awareness on the 
Legal Aid Programme

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

72400 - Communic & Audio Visual 
Equip 

8,000.00

Public Consultation of Key 
Stakeholders and National 
Partners on the Legal Aid

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

8,000.00

Publication and printing of 
the National Legal Aid

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

74200 - Audio Visual&Print Prod Costs
 

5,000.00

Technical Legal Expert to 
develop the Legal Aid 
Policy for Samoa

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

71300 - Local Consultants 22,000.00

28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

71300 - Local Consultants 28,000.00
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Samoa developed, and 3) Governance, 
monitoring and evaluation systems and 
national operators and service provides of the 
Legal Aid Programme and Policy are adequately 
enabled and capacitated.

Validation of findings 
recommendations, and key 
actions of the National 
Policy on Legal Aid

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

5,000.00
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TOTAL 100,000.00

GRAND TOTAL 100,000.00
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01003874 Samoa is a small island developing 
state (SIDS) located in the South Pacific. The 
country faces a significant justice gap, where 
people are unable to fully benefit from equal 
access to justice, which hinders the country’s 
human development and undermines trust in 
public institutions.The Government of Samoa, 
in its current national development plan, the 
Pathway for the Development of Samoa (PDS 
FY2021/22-FY2025/26), has affirmed its 
commitment to upholding the rule of law and 
ensuring greater access to legal services and 
justice. This commitment is reflected in the 
expected outcomes of the plan under Key 
Priority Area 12 (KPA 12), which focuses on the 
protection of children, women, and the most 
vulnerable in society, including survivors of 
domestic violence. Critically, notable gaps in 
the sector are the lack of equal access to 
justice services in both criminal and civil 
proceedings, regardless of socio-economic 
status, affordability of legal services, which 
results in many Samoans refraining from filing 
a complaint or initiating a legal procedure, 
therefore puts the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the current legal aid scheme into question. 
Leveraging on the comparative advantages of 
UNDP in partnership with the Government 
through the Ministry of Justice Courts 
Administration, this Initiation Plan will employ 
an inclusive and a whole of society approach at 
the sectoral level to strengthening equitable 
access to fair justice through the effective 
delivery of the following Outputs 1) 
Comprehensive review and situational analysis 
of Samoa’s legal aid scheme and operational 
frameworks, and gender-based violence case 
management undertaken. 2) Informed by the 
findings of the Review and Situational Analysis, 
the Gender Responsive Legal Aid Policy for 

Capacity Development of 
Key Stakeholder and 
National 
Operators/Services 
provider

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

5,000.00

Informed by the findings of 
the Review and the 
Situational Analysis, 
develop the Gender 
Responsive Legal Aid Policy 
for Samoa

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

15,000.00

Institutional Systemic and 
Capacity Set up

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

71400 - Contractual Services - Individ 40,000.00

28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

10,000.00

Knowledge Exchange and 
Engagement with 
Comparable Jurisdictions

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

71600 - Travel 35,000.00

Policy Governance and 
Oversight Steering 
Committee

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

71300 - Local Consultants 10,000.00

28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

10,000.00

Project Management Costs 1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

64300 - Staff Mgmt Costs - IP Staff 18,889.00

28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
GERMANY

75100 - Facilities & Administration 11,111.00

Public Awareness on the 
Legal Aid Programme

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

72400 - Communic & Audio Visual 
Equip 

8,000.00
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Samoa developed, and 3) Governance, 
monitoring and evaluation systems and 
national operators and service provides of the 
Legal Aid Programme and Policy are adequately 
enabled and capacitated.

Validation of findings 
recommendations, and key 
actions of the National 
Policy on Legal Aid

1/15/2025 12/31/2026 28623 GOVERNMEN
T OF 
NETHERLAND
S

75700 - Training, Workshops and 
Confer 

12,765.00
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TOTAL 175,765.00

GRAND TOTAL 175,765.00


