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Project Document

Jordan

Project ID: 2021/03/AP/JOR

Country/Region: Jordan / Asia Pacific

Project Title: Environmentally Sound Management of Mercury-Containing Wastes and Reduce the
Use of Mercury-Containing Products in Jordan

Organization/Institution delivering the project: Ministry of Environment of Jordan

Duration: 30 months

Amount: USD 240,000

Budget line: SB-011033.06.06 / Cost Centre 11283 / Fund 32MCP

JORDAN ELIGIBILITY based on the criteria as decided by the Conference of the Parties (Decision
MC-1/6)

Party (Guidance’ §6): Date of Effect: 12/11/2015

Yes X No O

Country status in

accordance with UN  Developing Country ® CEITsO SIDSJ Least Developed Country [J
country classification

(Guidance §5)

Part 1 - Implementation Plan
Background

Jordan's Minamata Initial Assessment (MIA) identified the country's priorities and main challenges
for the implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury. The environmentally sound
management of mercury-containing wastes and the reduction of use of mercury-containing products
emerged as priority issues. The MIA also shed light on the challenges related to the country's ability
to implement the Minamata Convention.

According to the MIA report, large quantities of mercury-containing products are present in Jordan,
many of which are found in household, commercial, governmental and administrative sectors, such
as light sources, cosmetics, etc. Currently, in Swaqga, the government-run facility under the
responsibility of the Ministry of Environment, mercury-containing waste is stored in the hazardous
waste storage hangars at the Swaqa Centre, which are not specific to receive mercury waste. About
22 kilograms of pure mercury and about 150 kilograms of mercury-containing waste are stored at
the centre, founded in the 1980s for the reception, storage and ultimately the treatment and disposal
of hazardous waste and located about 120 km south-east of Amman in a remote desert area.

The Waste Management Framework Law No. (16/2020) was enacted on 1 March 2020 in Jordan.
The law includes many provisions regulating the management of hazardous and non-hazardous
waste in order to achieve an ecologically sound management of these wastes. A national monitoring
information system for waste management is also being established to operate as a database for all
types of waste generated in Jordan and waste management processes.
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Objective of the project

In order to comply with the provisions of the Minamata Convention, especially Article 4 and Annex A
related to the phase-out of certain mercury-containing products by 2020, and Article 11 related to
mercury wastes, this project will build on the MIA’s findings to decrease the impact of mercury on
health and the environment in Jordan.

The project, which is the first one implemented in Jordan on the Minamata Convention on Mercury,
will develop and enhance national capacity for the environmentally sound management of mercury-
containing products and wastes, increasing the level of public awareness of mercury-containing
products, developing sustainable public procurement practices for mercury-free lamps, developing
and implementing studies and a pilot collection system for household mercury-containing wastes to
foster the phase-out of mercury-containing products, and improving the storage facility for mercury
containing-wastes (Hazardous waste treatment Centre /Swaga).

Analytical studies will be prepared to provide background information on mercury-containing product
markets, legislation and standard specifications that should be amended or prepared to comply with
the Minamata Convention and that will support the implementation of national plans and strategies
to phase out mercury-containing products.

Jordan will implement a pilot project for the collection of mercury-containing household wastes in
specific areas in Amman, to be selected on the basis of the studies analyzing mercury-containing
products in Jordan. This pilot project will also be applied in the environmental directorates
distributed in all governorates in Jordan.

It is expected that after the implementation of the awareness-raising campaigns and the pilot
project, the Swaqa Centre will receive an increased quantity of mercury-containing waste. The
centre’s capabilities will therefore be developed by training the centre's operators and providing the
necessary storage units for such waste. The studies developed under the project will examine the
current status of the Swaga Centre, and underline priorities and proposals for the further
development of the centre, which could include treatment in addition to storage.

The outputs that will contribute towards achieving these results are:

Output 1: The level of public awareness about the mercury-containing products is raised and
sustainable public procurement practices for mercury free lamps are developed:;

Output 2: Studies and a pilot collection system for household mercury-containing wastes are
developed and implemented to enhance the phase-out of mercury-containing products;

Output 3: Storage facility for mercury-containing wastes (Hazardous waste treatment Centre/Swaga)
is enhanced;

Output 4: The monitoring and reporting, evaluation, and financial audit are conducted.

The project will be managed through a steering committee consisting of representatives from all
relevant authorities and headed by the Ministry of Environment.
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